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leppavia: H  SpacTikn  peidon TG XPnUArodotnong Tov  SnUoOciov

padiotnAeonTikoL popiéa DW vrrovopedel Ty ToAvpwvia ota Méoa Evnuépwong

Mnyn: Ina Fassbender / AFP.

ITn ovvedpiaor) Tov o©To [lapiocl 4-7 Maiov, TO Xuveédpio TNG AlBvoug
Ouootovéiag Anuooioypagwy (AOA) evékpive SIakNPLEN, ETTEITA ATTO TTPWTOPROLAIA TNG
évaong dju (Deutsche Journalistinnen und Journalisten Union) - ver.di otn lepuavia kai
NG ‘Evedoong uvraktwyv Huegpnoiwv Epnuepibwyv ABnvov (EXIHEA) otnv EAAGSQ,
KaTadikalovTiag TN SPAOCTIKA PEIWON TTOOCWITIKOL KAl TTOOYPAWUATWY OToV SNUOOCIO
PadloTNAEOTITIKO popéa TNG Mepuaviag, Deutsche Welle (DW). H AOA mpocibottoinoe OTI
n Weiwon NS xpNUATodoTNONG TV SNUOCIY MECWY Evnuépwong LTTOVOUELEN TNV
TTOALPVia KAl TO SIKAIWPA TV TTOAITGV va avalntoLy Kal va AapRAvouy TTANPOPOPIES.

H Deutsche Welle eival o &nuooiog S1eBvAC padIoTNAEOTITIKOG (POPEAS TNG
Fepuaviag kal TTapéxel ave€apTNTES LTTNEECIES EVNHELWONG KA £16NTEWY O¢ 32 YAWOOEG,
O€ TTEQITTOL 291 EKATOPPLPIA AVBPWTTOLS TTAYKOOMIWG, MECW TNAEOPACNG, PASIOPLVOL
Kal S1Ia8IKTOOV.

MeTA TNV aTTOPACN TNG OUOCTIOVSIAKAC KLREPVNONGS TNG MNepuaviag va Yeiwael T
xpnuatodotnon tng DW kata 10 ekatoppvpla evpw 10 2026, n Sioiknon Touv S1EBvVoLG
SNUOCIOL PASIOTNAEOTITIKOL PopEéa LIOBETNOE, OTIGC 18 defpovapiov, Eva SpACTIKO
OXESIO TTEQIKOTTIAV, LWOULS 21 EKATOUPLPIWY ELPW, TO OTTOI0 BA ExEl KATACTOOPIKEG

ouveérrees. MepioocoTtepeg amo 200 BEcEc TTANPEOLS ATTACYXOANCNG TIPOKEITAI VA
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KatapynBouLyv, emnEedloviag, KLPIWG, TTEPICCOTEPOLS aTd 500 epyalOuevoLg e
OLUPBACEIC OPICUEVOL XPOVOL Kal 1.784 eAeLBEPOLG CLVEPYATEG. To TTPOYPAUUA TNG DW
Ba €TNPEAOTEl ETTIONG CNUAVTIKA: N EAANVOPWVN LTTNPECIA TNG TTOL AEITOLPEYE €6 KAl
TEPICOOTEPA aATTO 60 XPovia Ba KAEioEl, eved TTPOoYPAUUATIOVTAl TTEQIKOTIEG KAl OTA
TTPOYPAUUATA OTA ICTTIAVIKA, apaPIKA Kal TTOPTOYAAKA. O 0opyavIoUOG AVAKOIVJOE,
€mmiong, o1 B6a avadlapBPWaEl TIC YEPUAVOPWVES LTTNPETIEC TOL, CLYXWVELOVTAG TO DW
German pe 1o DW Learn German.

H ocuvbikaAioTikA opydvwaon ver.di otn Mepuavia emékpive TNV KLREPVNON YIA TIG
SPACTIKEG TTEQIKOTTEG OE TTPOYPAUMATA KAl TIPoowTTKO. O Christoph Schmitz-Dethlefsen,
HMEAOG NG EKTEAECTIKNG EmTpoting NG ver.di, SNAWCE:
«MEg TN JOVIUN KATApYNON TOL EAANVIKOL TTPOYQAUWATOG, TIC CORAPES TTEPIKOTTEG O AAAD
YAWOOIKA TTooYPAUpaTa [...] Kal TV Katdpynon mepiocoTtepwy amd 160 1c08Lvapwy
BeceV TTANPOLS ATTACXOANCNG, N TTOIOTNTA KAl N TTOALUOPEMIA TOL TTPOYPAUUATOG
eplopifovral SpapaTikA. [...] ETMTTAEOV, O PWVEC TTOL PTTOPOLY va oTnEIfoLv TIG
SNUOKPATIKEC SLVAPEIC TTAYKOOMIG Ba yivouv aioONnTda o adbvapes. Aedouévng TNG
TTAYKOOUIAG avOS0L ATTOALTAPXIKGV SLVAPEWY KAl KABEOTMTWY, ALTO &ival TO AAB0G
HUAVLUA TTOL OTEAVEI N YEQUAVIKA KLREPVNON.)

Tov MapTio, 10 AloKNTIKO ZLPPROLVAIO TNG EXHEA améoTelAe €MIOTOAN TTOOG TOV
MNpwbutToLEYO kal Tov YTToLPYO EEWTepikV TNG EANGSAG, KaBWS kal og AANoLC
afiUATOLXOLGS, SIAUAPTLEOPEVO YIa TNV amogacn ™G DW va katapynoe Tnv
EMNVOPwVN LTTNPECIA TNG TO 2027. H £veoon KaAei TOLG SNUOCIOYPAPOLG-UEAN TNG AAAD
Kal OAOLG OCOLC AVNOLXOLY YIA TO KAEICIUO TNG EAANVOYAWOONG LTTNEECIAG, va
LTTOYPAWOULYV AVOIXT ETTIOTOAA TIPOC ToV lepuavo YTTouvpyo MOATIoUOL Kal MECwV
Evnuépwong, Wolfram Weimer, pe otOXo TNV avakAnon TNG amogaong.

H mpoedpoc NG EXHEA kail péAog TnNG EkteAeoTikAg EmTpotmg Tng AOA, Mapia
AVTQVIOS0L, SNAWOE:

«H armo@acn yia Tn 8IaKOTTH TNG EAANVOYAWOooNng bTnpeciag Tng Deutsche Welle
amo TNV 11 lavovapiov 2027 gival COKAPIOTIKN KAl aTTapAdeKTn, KABWGS eTMIpEPEl COPAPES
£QYQCIAKES KAI TTONITIOTIKEG CLVETTEIEC. L€ TTEPIOSOLG TTONITIKAG £évTaong, N DW utnpé&e kaT
TTOAD TIEPICTOTEPO ATTO £va CLPPRATIKO PYECO EVNPEPWONG, CLPPRAANOVTAG OTN SIATAENON
TOL SNUOCIOL SIAAOYOL Kal LTTEPRAIVOVTAG KPITHPIA OTTWG N ATTNXNON OTO KOIVO N N
OIKOVOUIKA atrodoon. Ekppdalovue TNV AAANAeyYyLN Kal TN OTAPIEN Pag oe GooLg Ba
£TTNEEACTOLY APECA, KABWG AVAUEVETAI VO KATAPYNBOLY TTERICCOTEPES ATTO 200 BECEIC
TTANPOLG ATTaoxOANoNG. MEPA ATTO CNUAVTIKY ATTAEIQ YIA TO TTAYKOOUIO EAANVOPWVO

KOIVO, aLTh N amogacn oLVIOTA CoPRAPO TIANYUA YIA TNV TTOALPWVIA TV MECWV



Evnuépwong, LTTOVOUELOVTAG TO BePeNSES SIKAIWUA TOL KOIVOL OTNV TTPOCPRACN O¢

TTOIKIAEG KAl aveEAPTNTES TTNYEG EVNUEPWONG.)

O Tevikog Tpappatéac 1S AOA, Anthony Bellanger, onuciwote:
«EiuaoTe CLYKAOVIOPEVOI ATTO TIC COPAPES TTIEQIKOTTEG OE TIPOYPAUUATA KAl TIPOCWTTIKO
otn Deutsche Welle kal kaAobue TNV OpOOTIOVSIaKN KLREpvnon TNG lepuaviag va
OTAUATACEl TO TTPOYPAUMA TTEPIKOTIAV KAl va SiacpaAicel OTI 0 opyaviopog 8a AdRel
ETTAPKA XPNUATOSOTNON. L€ MIA ETTOXN OTTOL Ol SNUOCIOYPAPOl  AVTILETWTTICOLY
av&avopEevo eKPORICUO KAl AOYOKPITIa TTAYKOOUIWS, © POAOG TV SNUOCIOV MECwY
EvNuépwonGg oTny TApoxn ApEQOANTITNG Kal a&IOTToTNG evNUEPWONG TTOL CERETAI TN
SNUOCIOYPAPIK SEOVTOAOYIA €ival TTNIO ONUAVTIKOC atmmd ToTE. H utmepAoTion TwV
SNuociY MME BpickeTal OTOV TTLPAVA TV TTPOCTTIABEIRV TNG AOA YIa TNV TTPOCTACIa

TNG TTOALPGVIAG KAl TNG SNUOKEATIAG.»

M. zart. / 20-5-26

19 May 2026

Germany: Drastic funding reduction at public service broadcaster DW undermines media pluralism

At its meeting in Paris from 4 to 7 May, the Congress of the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ)
supported a declaration — initiated by dju (Deutsche Journalistinnen und Journalisten Union) in ver.di
in Germany and the Union of Journalists of Athens Daily Newspapers (JUADN) in Greece — condemning
the drastic reduction in staffing and programming at Germany’s public service broadcaster, Deutsche
Welle (DW). The IF) has warned that reducing funding for public service media undermines media
pluralism and the right of citizens to seek and receive information.

The Deutsche Welle is Germany’s public service broadcaster, providing independent news and

information services in 32 languages to around 291 million people worldwide through television, radio
and the internet.

Following the German federal government’s decision to cut DW’s funding by €10 million in 2026, the
management of the international public broadcaster adopted on 18 February a drastic cost-cutting plan
of €21 million: this will have devastating consequences. Over 200 full-time positions are set to be cut,
primarily affecting more than 500 staff on fixed-term contracts and 1,784 freelancers. DW's
programming will also be significantly impacted: its Greek-language service, which has been running for
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over 60 years, will be shut down, and cuts are planned for programmes in Spanish, Arabic and
Portuguese. The broadcaster also announced it will restructure its German-language services, by
merging DW German with DW Learn German.

The United Services Union (ver.di) in Germany has criticised the government for its drastic programme
and staff cuts. Christoph Schmitz-Dethlefsen, ver.di Executive Board member, said: "With the permanent
cancellation of the Greek programme, serious cuts to other language programmes, [...] and the
elimination of more than 160 full-time equivalent positions, the quality and diversity of the programming
are being severely curtailed. [...] Furthermore, voices that can support democratic forces worldwide will
become significantly quieter. Given the global rise of authoritarian forces and regimes, this is the wrong
signal being sent by the German government."

In March, the board of directors of the Athens-based JUADN wrote to Germany’s Prime Minister and the

Minister of Foreign Affairs, as well as other officials, to protest against DW’s decision to abolish its Greek-
language service in 2027. The union is encouraging its members, as well as journalists and others
concerned about the closure of the Greek-language services, to sign an open letter to German Minister
for Culture and Media, Wolfram Weimer, aimed at revoking the decision.

JUADN President and member of the IF)’s Executive Committee, Maria Antoniadou, said: “The decision
to discontinue Deutsche Welle’s Greek-language service, effective January 1, 2027, is both shocking and
unacceptable, as it entails serious labour and cultural consequences. In times of political tension, DW has
been far more than a conventional media outlet, by contributing to the preservation of public dialogue
and transcending considerations of audience size or financial performance. We express our solidarity and
support for those who will be directly affected, as more than 200 full-time positions are expected to be
eliminated. Beyond representing a significant loss for the global Greek-speaking audience, this decision
constitutes a serious blow to media pluralism, undermining the fundamental right of the public to access
diverse and independent sources of information.”

IFJ Secretary General Anthony Bellanger noted:“We are appalled by the severe cuts to programming and
staffing at Deutsche Welle and urge the German federal government to halt the cost-cutting programme
and ensure that the broadcaster receives sufficient funding. At a time when journalists face growing
intimidation and censorship worldwide, the role of public service media in providing impartial and
reliable information that respects journalistic ethics is more important than ever. Defending public
service media lies at the heart of the IFJ’s efforts to protect pluralism and democracy.”
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